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Colossians 3:16   Let the word [LOGOS] of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Word of Christ mentioned in other passages:
Ephesians 5:25-27   Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  26) so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27) that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory …

Romans 10:17   So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:8   …or the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you,

Proverbs 30:5   Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.  
Psalm 12:6   The words of the LORD are pure words; As silver tried in a furnace on the earth, refined seven times.
Richly dwell within you…  
Richly, PLOUSIOS sadv. pertaining to that which exists in a large amount with the implication of its being valuable in large amount, in abundance, or richly.
Dwell, ENOIKEO v. pam; a com pound word: EN, in  +  OIKEO, to dwell  =   to live in or to dwell in something. 

People are very familiar with the place they live. They know where each room is, where the bathrooms are, where the closets are, where the breaker box is, and can maybe even find them in the dark, etc. We should be just as familiar with our Bibles as we are with the place where we live.

We cannot obey this command to “let the word of Christ richly dwell within you”, unless we dwell in the Word. So, the peace of Christ will never rule in our hearts unless the Word of Christ richly dwells in our hearts. And the Word of Christ will never richly dwell in our hearts unless we dwell in the Word!

“We cannot flip the pages of the Bible and blindly put our finger on a verse and claim it. The Bible is not a good luck charm or magic book. We must systematically study the Bible and memorize pertinent verses to deal with weak areas of our Christian life.

Deuteronomy 6:6-7   These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  7) You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

Joshua 1:8   This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.

Job 22:22   Please receive instruction from His mouth and establish His words in your heart.

Job 23:12   … I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.

Jeremiah 15:16   Your words were found and I ate them, and your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart;

Growing to spiritual maturity takes time, effort and dedication. Most believers don’t make it because they get bored or distracted and lose interest in doctrine.

What do you call the place where you live? Home. Most believers are not at home in the Word because they don’t live there; they only visit it from time to time. 

The Word of God is to dwell WITHIN us. There is a big difference in talking about the Bible and expressing the Word of God from a sincere conviction that comes from deep within us. 

God’s Word changes the way we think, so it changes who we are. When the Word richly dwells within us, then we are truly rich.
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Often people turn to the Bible in times of crisis and are disappointed because they are not at home there. They need answers but they don’t know where to go in the Bible to find answers they seek. It’s similar to a soldier frantically looking in his service manual to find out how to unjam his weapon in the middle of a battle.

We are all in the battle of the ages, the angelic conflict, and we better know our service manual, the Bible, forwards and backward if we expect to be good spiritual soldiers.
When our country was founded, the pulpits thundered out the whole council of God and those who knew their Bibles were commonplace. Those who did not know their Bible were scorned and embarrassed. Today, most pulpits cowardly whimper out politically correct platitudes and those who know the Bible are admired because they are unique. 
We, as a nation, have become a biblically illiterate people, and therefore, we have an immoral society that can be compared to a cesspool. The Bible is not allowed to be cited in our courts nor is it even considered when our government leaders make laws.

Example: Recently, passing a minimum wage law has been on the news. The media has given the pros and cons for a minimum wage while as you well might expect, the biblical view has not been presented by the media. If any pastors were willing to be quoted on the subject, they are never given the chance to speak up by our biased corrupt media.

Government leaders ignoring the Bible when making laws:

The Federal minimum wage is $7.25.
The State minimum wage varies per State. 
In Washington State it’s $9.47. 

If the State minimum wage is higher than the Federal minimum wage, employers must pay their employees the State minimum wage. 

The question is, “Why is our government, both Federal and State, telling people how much they must pay their employees?” Show it to us in the Constitution. It is not there. They therefore do not have the right to do that.
READ: Matt. 20:1-16  The employer, in freedom, is making such decisions for his business.
COLOSSIANS #172  (4-23-15)                                    
Matt. 20:16   The last first; the first last.
1. Rewards depend upon the sovereign grace of God.
2. No one apart from God’s grace can earn them.
3. The first ones into the field are legalistic and complain about their reward.

4. They are critical of grace and complain about God’s generosity to others.

5. The grace of God should not produce an envious attitude. 

6. While many are saved by grace, few continue to live by grace, therefore few are rewarded on the 
    principle of grace. 
Colossians 3:16   Let the word [LOGOS] of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

With all wisdom, SOPHIA n. dsf; good judgment in the face of human and specifically, Christian, demands (practical); wisdom.  

William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 934.
Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 10th editon:

1. The quality of being wise.

2. The body of knowledge and experience that develops within a specified society or period.

                                     


                                                                       COL. 3, pg. 173 Knowledge can be acquired by reading books in school but wisdom is acquired through learning Bible doctrine. We should never consider ourselves to be wise in our own eyes because our intelligence does not mean we have wisdom. 
Proverbs 3:7   Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.

Proverbs 26:12   Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.

Isaiah 5:21   Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight!

Romans 12:16   Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

Paul told the believers to pray for the wisdom of God for yourself and others, too:

Colossians 1:9   For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

Knowledge is knowing the principles, precepts, and doctrines of the Bible whereas wisdom is internalizing them and retaining them so that you are able to readily apply them to your circumstances.

Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.

“Wisdom” is a noun found 49 times in the book of Proverbs in the NKJV of the Bible. Fifteen times in the first five chapters and 227 times in the entire Bible.

Proverbs 3:13-15   Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gains understanding; 14) For her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, and her gain than fine gold. 15) She is more precious than rubies, and all the things you may desire cannot compare with her.

Teaching, DIDASKO part. pa; to provide instruction in a formal or informal setting; to teach. The most valuable thing you have to share with others is the BD, wisdom, in your soul.
This verse is similar to verse 28 in chapter one:

Colossians 1:28   Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom. that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

This refers to Paul and the other men who had the communicating gifts of apostleship and pastor-teacher, but our verse refers to the Colossian believers themselves. They were to be wise and to teach and admonish one another.

The more spiritually mature believers have the responsibility to teach what they have learned to other less mature believers. Consider what the writer of Hebrews said to believers who had become spiritually stagnant: 

Hebrews 5:12   For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.

This is not to be a license for believers who just want to lord it over others or have a lust to straighten everyone out. This is only for believers who have the word of Christ richly dwelling in them with all wisdom.

COLOSSIANS #173  (4-28-15)                                    
GUIDELINES

1. Believers cannot, nor should they, try to replace the pastor.

2. They should use great discernment as to when, how, and to whom they teach.
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b. They must be humble and teachable. Anyone who wants to argue or debate with you are not teachable. Don’t waste your time.  
c. Ask a lot of questions, be a good listener, and read their body language. Be concise yet say enough that makes it easy to understand.  If they even give a hint that they no longer want to listen, let them go! Give them freedom to leave or to change the subject.
d. Give them the freedom to express themselves and don’t tell them they are wrong if they say something contrary to God’s Word. Show them the scriptures and let the Bible correct them.

 e. Stay objective and back up what you say with scripture. If you can’t do that, then you’re not yet qualified to teach others.

 f. It is best to talk with them one on one if possible. They may feel uncomfortable or embarrassed if someone else is there, so take them aside if you can.
g. Don’t preach to the choir. Believers who already have considerable doctrine usually don’t appreciate another believer trying to teach them what they already know.

3. Don’t try to teach them the whole realm of doctrine right off the bat. Don’t give them more than they can digest. In other words, don’t try to give them a drink with a firehose.

4. You should never do all the talking. Keep them engaged with questions: “Do you understand?” “Have you ever heard this before?” “What do you think?” “Do you have any questions?”

5. When people begin to learn they usually cannot make application for themselves so give them examples and ways to apply what you are teaching them.

6. The biggest mistake most people make when trying to witness or teach someone is that they talk too much. Say the most you can using the fewest number of words. Stay on track and avoid going down rabbit trails.
Colossians 3:16   Let the word [LOGOS] of Christ richly dwell within you with all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another… NOUTHETEO present active participle; participles end in “ing”; counseling someone about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct; warning or instructing.
Admonishing someone is being personal in an impersonal way. This is a compound word: 
NOUS, mind  +  TITHMI, to place  =  to place in the mind; this is what the word originally meant and eventually came to mean to instruct someone so as to warn or encourage them. Don’t do this unless you are humble, filled with the Holy Spirit, have the Biblical perspective they might not have or be thinking, and speak out of complete love and deference to them.
This is a compound word: NOUS = mind, TITHEMI = to place. To place in the mind, which is what the word meant originally and eventually came to mean to instruct so as to warn. It is not judging them but is an effort to help by warning them of impending trouble or danger in an objective way. Admonishing someone requires being personal with them in an impersonal way. 

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15  If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.  15) Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
A believer must have all knowledge and all wisdom in order to correctly teach and/or admonish other believers. 

Romans 15:14   And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another.

When teaching and admonishing are given in wisdom, they are more likely to find acceptance than when we speak judgmentally without love. Admonishing differs from teaching in that it has the element of strong encouragement and is generally more practical and moral rather than abstract or theological. 

Galatians 6:10   So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

Some of our responsibilities to one another:                                                COL. 3, pg. 175
1. Admonish one another, Col. 3:16, Rom. 15:14.
2. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, Ephesians 4:32.  
3. Be subject to one another, Ephesians 5:21.
4. Bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, Colossians 3:13.  
5. Encourage one another and build up one another, 1 Thessalonians 5:11. 
6. Not forsaking our own assembling together…but encouraging one another, Hebrews 10:25.  
7. All of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit, 1 Peter 3:8.

8. Love one another, John 13:34, 15:12 & 17, Rom.13:8, 1 Thess. 4:9, 1 Pet. 1:22, 1 John 3:11 & 23, 4:7, 11, 12, 2 John 1:5. 
COLOSSIANS #174  (4-30-15)                                    
These commands cannot be obeyed without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit because we are sometimes ornery, sharped tongued, short tempered, judgmental, and have a bad attitude.

With psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.
All these words occur together at Eph. 5:19, and again at Col. 3:16; both times in the same order, and in passages which very nearly repeat one another.

Ephesians 5:18-21   And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19) speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20) always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 21) and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

Singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  ADO (ᾂδω) part. pa; The point is that we should always have a song to sing and thankfulness in our hearts to our gracious, loving God. 

There are times when people sing when they are sad but most of the time, people sing when they are happy. Expressing thankfulness to God in song adds a dimension that is missing when we express our gratitude when speaking with words only.
The filling of the H.S. is the same as having the word of Christ richly dwelling in you with all wisdom in that they have a similar result:  

That of singing hymns and spiritual songs from the heart in thanksgiving to the Lord.

Psalms, PSALMOS sn. dpm; no doubt referred to O.T. psalms but also Christian songs of praise.
Hymns, HUMNOS (ὕμνος), n. dpm; a song with religious content, a song of praise. "Hymns" was originally a heathen word for a song for a god or hero after death, but the New Testament confines the meaning to praise and glory sung to the living God. A hymn was a song of praise of newly composed words of adoration directed toward Christ in the NT.
Acts 16:23-25    When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; 24) and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  25) But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
Spiritual (adj.) songs, ODE (ᾠδή), n. dpf; songs.
Whatever these songs were, Paul was making a point that they be spiritual rather than secular. 

They were songs that the believers may have come up with themselves. They were compatible with Scripture but they were not Scripture itself being sung.
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“Music is a vehicle through which a message is delivered. Interestingly enough, the New Testament says little about musicians assisting in worship, even though they appeared frequently in Israel’s worship, as described in the Old Testament.”
Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, vol. 32, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991), 305.
The medium of music is secondary to the message it conveys. It is designed to not only be instructive, but to also be exhorting and encouraging of other believers and the evangelizing for unbelievers. 
(NASV) singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Singing, ADO (ᾂδω), part. pa; to keep on singing. The point is that we should always have a song to sing and thankfulness in our hearts to our gracious, loving God.

There are times when people sing when they are sad but most of the time, people sing when they are happy. Expressing thankfulness to God by singing adds a dimension that is missing when we express our gratitude by speaking the words.

Not everyone can sing in tune but everyone can make a joyful noise unto the Lord.

Psalm 66:1   Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands…

Psalm 81:1    Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob.

Psalm 95:1-2   O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 2)  Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.

Psalm 98:4   Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.

Psalm 98:6   With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.

Psalm 100:1   Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

(NASV) singing with thankfulness in your hearts to 

             God.

(NKJV) singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord [for His gracious, Divine help   to you].

(NET)   singing… all with grace in your hearts to God.

(ESV)   singing… with thankfulness in your hearts to God

(NIV)    As you sing… with gratitude in your hearts to God.

Notice that some Bibles translate the Greek word CHARIS s thankfulness or gratitude and others translate it as grace. Which one is right?

Both can be right. It can be translated either way:

③ Practical application of goodwill; 

     “a sign of favor;  gracious deed/gift, benefaction.” (BDAG Greek Lexicon)
This definition focuses on the graciousness of what God has done. The singing was coming from their grace orientation, knowing that they did not earn or deserve the divine help they received.  
⑤ Response to generosity or beneficence; thanks; gratitude. 

This definition focuses on how thankful they were that God, through His Word, would enable them to be qualified to teach and admonish other believers

If we have no grace-orientation or gratitude in our hearts, we cannot sing unto the Lord the way He desires us to sing. An unbeliever or a carnal Christian cannot sing with grace and gratitude in their hearts to the Lord.
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It doesn’t matter whether you can carry a tune or not. Just let the joy and gratitude for God come out in song. Remember, God makes crows as well as canaries and they both make the sound that God put in them. 

You can tell much about an individual or a church by their singing. You can tell not only by what they sing but how they sing. I’m always telling you to sing like you mean it. What I am actually saying is, let the joy and gratitude towards our gracious God come flowing out of you with song.

A recognition of the grace of God's provision and His protection is the basis of true singing. 

A heart full of animosity, bitterness, and criticism cannot sing properly to God because the heart has gone sour and is off key.  

Colossians 3:17    Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

Whatever you do in word or deed pretty much covers everything, doesn’t it? There is an implied imperative in this verse since the second “do” is not in the Greek, it is added for clarity in English.

Do, POIEO v. pas; to carry out an obligation of a moral or social nature; to do, keep, carry out, practice, or commit.

Present tense:           You keep on doing this.

Active voice:              You must produce the action.

Subjunctive mood:    3rd class conditional clause means that this is only a potential. It requires positive volition, humility, and a desire to be obedient. 

Some Christians compartmentalize their lives into the spiritual and the secular. When at church or around certain people, they talk and act like a Christian, but when they are home or work, they talk and act like an unbeliever. This verse destroys the misguided notion of compartmentalization in the believer’s life.

Paul does not give us a myriad of “dos” and “don’ts”. He gives us a principle, a yardstick, a standard to live by. What we say and how we say it, and what we do and how we do it, should all be done in the name of Jesus with His approval and for His glory.

1 Corinthians 10:31    Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17    Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, 17) comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.
What is "in the name of the Lord Jesus"? 
When a product carries a name, it indicates the standards of quality. The name makes the difference.  Would you be more inclined to buy a car with the name “Edsel” or “Rolls Royce”? Would you expect the quality of a product to be better if it was “made in America” or “made in China”? We are Christians, we bear the name of the Lord Jesus Christ so our behavior should be exemplary.  

He is our role model and our standard. Everything we do should be motivated by our relationship to him.

"In the name of the Lord Jesus" means under the authority and approval of Jesus. We should live our lives by always being mindful of Jesus’ authority and respectful of His reputation. We are His ambassadors no matter where we are. Others judge us by what we say and do.
It is nearly impossible to witness to someone or give them doctrinal principles after you have lost your temper, used foul language, or acted like a jerk. It may feel good to tell someone off but it’s done at the cost of losing any chance to lead them to Christ.

COLOSSIANS #176 (5-7-15)
To comply with this verse, we must be Christ-centered rather than self-centered. 
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We must be occupied with Him through thinking and applying of doctrine at all times.
Colossians 2:6   Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.

Walk [v. pam] has to do with morals, character, and integrity. These have declined in people over the years. Most of us were taught to work hard and be honest, but today many people try to do the least amount of work possible and still get a paycheck. Some even quit working altogether when the boss isn’t around. But Christians should never be counted among such people. 
Christians work for Christ. He is our boss!

Colossians 3:23  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,

Doing everything in the name of the Lord Jesus is another way of saying that we are to live for Christ and not ourselves. When we do our job as unto the Lord, God is pleased and we are blessed.

Giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

This is the third time in three verses (15,16,17) that we are either commanded or reminded to give thanks. Thanksgiving is true love response to someone who loves us.

It’s not the gift that’s important; it is always the Giver and his gracious motivation to give that is important. If we focus on the Giver, we will have capacity to enjoy the gift no matter what it may be.  God wants us to give thanks on the basis of the Giver rather than the gift.

This verse not only emphasizes the importance of expressing gratitude to God, it also relates to the order of prayer. All prayer is directed to GTF through Jesus Christ, in His name, while filled with the H.S.

Matthew 6:9     Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

John 16:23  "In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you.

Romans 1:8   I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all…

1 Timothy 2:5   For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 7:25   Therefore He [Jesus] is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Now the subject changes from our relationship with fellow believers to our relationship with our family members.                We will begin a STUDY ON MARRIAGE.
Colossians 3:18    Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Marriage is under attack today in a big way. No-fault divorce, homosexuality, lesbianism, so called same-sex marriage, co-habitation (shacking-up), femi-Nazism (feminists and their agenda), masculinizing of females and feminizing of males, have made marriage irrelevant and archaic in the minds of many people today.

Post-modernists would have us believe that not only is there no specific roles for husband and wives, but there is no distinctions between males and females apart from their obvious anatomical differences. And now, even sexual anatomy has become a matter of choice.

When the God-given roles for men and women are ignored, women become coarse and aggressive as they try to compete with men, while men become passive and unassertive, unwilling to bear the heavy load of responsibility that is required to be a leader.

“The family has been called the central building block of civilization: weaken it sufficiently, and the edifice crumbles. Is it any wonder, then, that communist goal number 40, excerpted from the book ‘The Naked Communist’ and read into the congressional record in 1963 by Representative Albert 
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Herlong, Jr., was ‘Discredit the family as an institution [in the West]. Encourage promiscuity and easy divorce’?” 

The New American, Growing Government by Killing the Family, p. 23.

The government has played a huge part in undermining the family by putting its stamp of approval on perversion and by providing subsidies to mothers who have children but have no husband and no job. This has effectively removed fathers from a vast number of families in this country. As the state grows in power and increasingly provides the material needs for the people, the need for the family is diminished.

COLOSSIANS #177 (5-12-15)
This would be a good place to enter the introduction to my book: You’re Married, Now What?

“Over time, husbands and wives have disagreements about one thing or another that may eventually lead to an impasse. Both of them think they are right and neither one is willing to concede or compromise.  Most couples don’t know what to do at this point because they lack the skills needed to resolve the situation. So they can easily become frustrated, angry, and tempted to say or do something they might regret later. 

“Before you know it, seeds of bitterness are planted. Kindness, gentleness, and laughter disappear. No more loving gestures, just cold stares and scorn. Where once they enjoyed lively conversations and a close rapport, there’s silence. Neither of them wanted this to happen yet they feel helpless to stop it. It’s as if some monstrous force intruded into their lives and made them enemies. Some couples manage to survive by tip-toeing around sensitive issues, but the awkwardness and discontent is still there.

“Just the daily routine of life can take a toll on marriage. Many become disheartened and afraid that life is passing them by. They feel like a prisoner, locked in a mundane existence with a mediocre mate, and think they’ve fallen out of love, so they want out. Can these relationships be restored? Can these marriages be saved?  Absolutely!

“The principles in this book can not only save struggling marriages but can also put relationships with friends, family, or associates back into mint condition. So if you’re in a relationship that just needs a little tune-up or in one that requires a complete overhaul, turn this page and continue reading”
Wives, be subject to your husbands, HUPOTASSO v. pmm; subject oneself, be subjected or subordinated to, and obey.

This is a compound word: 

HUPO, under  +  TASSO, to place in a certain order  =   to assign or arrange; to take a place under someone’s authority.

This verse has been rejected by the majority of wives in this country and ignored by possibly the majority of Christian wives as well. Many wives, especially the younger ones, even scoff at the idea of obeying their husbands. 

Many say that their marriage is a 50/50 proposition when it comes to who is in charge. 

· Do you think such a marriage complies with the command in this verse? 

· Does God expect the wife to be the head of the house half of the time? 

· Does He expect the husband to obey his wife half of the time? 

· Is there any verse in the entire Bible that commands the husband to obey his wife?

· How does a couple equally share authority?

· Is it done on a time basis, the wife being the boss one week and the husband the next?

· Is it done on the basis of the number of decisions that are made? The husband makes ten and then the wife makes the next ten?
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· Do they take turns on who has the final word? 

· What happens if it’s the wife’s turn to have the final word but she’s not around? Can the husband make the decision? What happens if the husband makes the decision in his wife’s absence that she doesn’t like? 

Of course, all of this is ludicrous because there is no such thing as a 50/50 proposition when it comes to authority. This is just something a husband or wife says when the wife has taken the leadership role in the marriage. A husband who says his marriage is 50/50 is a husband that is not in charge. Aa wife who says her marriage is 50/50 is a wife who is not submissive.

Many wives say that they submit to their husbands when they agree with them. But that suggests that they don’t submit when they don’t agree which means they don’t see their husbands as their authority and they are not submissive. 

PRINCIPLE:  Wives are not to submit to their husbands because they are right, they are so nice, or they agree with them but they are to submit because God commands them to do so.

God has given husbands authority over their wives. Great advice for a woman who is considering a marriage proposal from a man that she is unwilling to obey is, “DON’T MARRY HIM!!!!!!!!!”
COLOSSIANS #178 (5-14-15)
Someone has to be in charge, otherwise there would be ongoing trouble and discord every time the husband and wife didn’t agree on something. Can you imagine what a baseball game would be like with no umpires? 

Picture a beauty pageant with no judges or a football game with no referees.  

Every husband would like to have a wife that is “hot”, but every wife should really strive to be HOT! 

Humility is where it all starts. Having a humble attitude is required for all of us, but it is particularly important for wives because there is always the temptation of getting what they want by using manipulation or by disobeying their husbands. 

Objectivity is not possible if there is no humility. Being objective means not taking something personally. The definition of OBJECTIVE:   Not influenced by personal feelings, interpretations, or prejudice; based on facts; unbiased. Objective people make decisions based on principles and facts rather than emotions. 
APPLICATION:  A husband and wife have a disagreement, the husband pulls rank on her, and that’s that. 

1. The wife doesn’t like it, she gets emotional and:

· Yells at him and says she is going to do what she wants to do anyhow.

· Calls him names

· Gives him a look that could kill and then gives him the “silent treatment”.

· Withholds sugar and sex.

2. The wife remains objective, remembering Col.3:18 and she:
· Does not react because she knows she will be blessed for submitting to her husband.

· Says, “OK, you’re the boss.”

· Does her best to support her husband’s decision even though she disagrees with it.

· Does not rub his nose in it when they suffer for the bad decision he made.

Teachability is impossible if humility and objectivity is missing in the wife. So humility is the key.
                                     


                                                                       COL. 3, pg. 181
“Teachability means you are willing to listen, learn, and change. It’s a decision to really listen to someone without interrupting them or saying “yeah, but” before they’ve finished speaking. It’s being willing to hear peoples’ ideas, to try new things, to spend time and to put forth effort to do things 
differently in order to make things better. It’s being determined to stick with the training even though it may be awkward or uncomfortable at first.  People who resist training and make excuses for themselves are stubborn and foolish, not teachable.”

Mike Smith, You’re Married, Now what? 2010, page 12.
It’s all about attitude. The Bible never even suggests that a wife is subservient to her husband. Even if a wife is more intelligent than her husband, she can still learn from him.

“There is a difference between being submissive and being subservient. Submission to authority does not make anyone inferior in any way. Everyone has to answer to someone. However, to be subservient suggests that one is of lesser importance or inferior. The husband is not superior to the wife. The fact that God has assigned the husband a different role than the wife does not mean she is inferior to him. Great leaders depend on great followers for support and encouragement. Both are equally important.”

Ibid p. 37

1 Corinthians 11:11-12    However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.  12) For as the woman originates from the man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God.

1 Peter 3:7   You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way... and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life. 
We live in an egalitarian society  =  a social philosophy advocating the removal of inequalities among people. 

Equality is misunderstood by many people because they don’t understand the difference between equality of value, under the law and equality of essential nature. 
A man and a woman, theoretically, are equal under the law, but they are not equal or the same in their essential nature.

· Men are usually bigger and stronger than women.

· Women are more attractive than men.

· Men are usually more aggressive than women.

· Women are usually more emotional than men.

All believers are positionally equal before God, Gal. 3:28, but they are not all experientially equal in value to Him.
Many reject the idea that men and women have different roles in life; they try very hard to place women in the role that God designed for men and place men in the role that He designed for women. Why do they do this? Because they erroneously believe that if a woman takes a subordinate role to the man, doing so makes her inferior to him. This is ludicrous. The Bible explains how silly such a notion is in 1 Corinthians 12:12-26. 
Wives have a subordinate role to their husbands in marriage, but that does not mean they are inferior or less important. They have the same standing before God.

Was Jonathan inferior or unimportant because he was second in command to David? Was Joshua inferior to Moses because he was a subordinate? Was Mary Magdalene less important to Jesus because she was a woman?
Did God consider Rahab and Esther unusable because they were women? Even though Adam was created first and Eve was created as a helper to him and subordinate to him. She was a co-ruler with him over the earth and had authority over every living thing that moved on it, Gen. 1:27-28. 
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Everything worked great until sin entered the picture. Their phenomenal teamwork ended when Eve tried to take on the leadership role and ate of the fruit first. Notice the punishment God placed on her:

Galatians 3:28 places all Church Age believers, including Gentiles, slaves, and females on the same spiritual footing before God as Jews, masters, and males. This does not mean that the functional differences between husbands and wives changed any more that they did between masters and slaves. In spiritual matters, we are mandated to have no racial, social, or sexual discrimination.

“In recognizing believing women as the full spiritual equals of believing men, Christianity elevated women to a status they had never known before in the ancient world. In matters of rule in the home and in the church, God has established the headship of men, but in the dimension of spiritual possessions and privilege, there is absolutely no difference.”

 John MacArthur, Different by Design, MacArthur Study Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 37.

COLOSSIANS #179 (5-19-15)

Even though Adam was created first and Eve was created as a helper to him and was subordinate to him, she was a co-ruler over the earth and had authority over every living thing that moved on the earth, Gen. 1:27-28. 
“Since man was created first, he was given headship over the woman and creation. The fact that Adam named Eve—a privilege bestowed on those who had authority in the Old Testament—manifested his authority over her. But their original relationship was so pure and perfect that his headship over her was a manifestation of his consuming love for her, and her submission to him was a manifestation of her consuming love for him. No selfishness or self-will marred their relationship. Each lived for the other in perfect fulfillment of their created purpose and under God’s perfect provision and care.” 
John MacArthur, Different by Design, MacArthur Study Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 19.

Everything worked great until sin entered the picture. Their phenomenal teamwork ended when Eve tried to take on the leadership role by eating of the fruit first.  

“Eve sinned not only in disobeying God’s specific command but also in acting independently of her husband by failing to consult him about the serpent’s temptation. Adam sinned not only by disobeying God’s command but also by succumbing to Eve’s usurpation of his leadership, thus failing to exercise his God-given authority. Both the man and the woman twisted God’s plan for their relationship, reversing their roles—and marriage has not been the same since.” 

Ibid, p. 21

Here we see the devastation that occurs when sex-roles are reversed. Men have a sinful inclination to put women under their feet and women have a sinful inclination to usurp man’s authority.

Notice the punishment that God placed on women for trying to take over:

Genesis 3:16   To the woman He said, "I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth; in pain you will bring forth children, yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you."

“The word ‘desire’ is the Hebrew word tshuka. This word is used only one other time in the Pentateuch, fifteen verses later in Gen. 4:7. Tshuka comes from an Arabic root that means ‘to compel, to impel, to urge, to seek control. Notice it does not come from the Arabic root for ‘exciting’, ‘loving’, or ‘psychological desire’. To get a feeling for what Genesis 3:16 is saying, look at how tshuka is translated in 4:7. The best textual rendering of this verse is: ‘Sin will desire to master you [or control you], but you must master it.’ In other words, God said to Cain, ‘Now Cain, sin will desire to control you. but you must master it.’ The word desire in Genesis 4:7 (tshuka) is the same word, in the same grammatical structure, in an absolutely identical form as the word in 3:16. 
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“So, whatever the word means in 4:7, it will also mean back in 3:16 because it’s in the same context. Therefore, 3:16 would read: ‘Your desire will be to control your husband, but he will rule over you.’”
“The woman usurped the place of the man, and she was cursed: ‘He shall rule over thee.’ In other words, the man would subdue her tendency to control him. And because Adam followed the lead of Eve (3:17), God added to this curse and said, in effect, ‘From now on she’s going to keep seeking to control you.’ 
John F. MacArthur Jr., The Fulfilled Family (Chicago: Moody Press, 1981).
Why are happily married couples so hard to find? Because many women have been oppressed by the crushing power of men who want to keep them subdued or the men have been hassled by women who want to rise to the top and take over. So what is the solution?

Both the husband and the wife are to submit to the God-ordained pattern for marriage in order to fulfill the roles that God designed for each one of them. The husband is not to oppress his wife but to love her and take on the leadership role, treating her with respect and thoughtfulness. The wife is not to compete with her husband to be in charge or to defy him in order to get what she wants. She is to respect his position, submit to him, and support him.  
She is not to compete with him but to complete him by faithfully responding to his leadership without being spiteful and without complaint. 
“In Corinth, women demanded the same treatment as men. Similar to many women today, they regarded marriage and the raising of children as unjust restrictions of their rights. They resented bearing children for fear it would spoil their looks. Asserting their independence, they left their husbands and homes, refused to care for the children they did have, lived with other men, demanded jobs traditionally held by men, wore men’s clothing and hairstyles, and discarded all signs of femininity.

“Feminism gained its popularity primarily from the inhumane treatment women endured in that society. Most women were treated as nothing more than lowly slaves or animals, and husbands often bought, traded, or even disposed of their wives at will.”

Ibid, p. 31-32
You can only imagine what the wives thought when Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthians which included the following:

1 Corinthians 11:3    But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.


How important is it for women to respond to this?

“If women do not submit to men, the family and society as a whole will be destroyed. Whether on a divine or human scale, submission and authority are indispensable elements in God’s order and design.”
Ibid

1 Peter 3:1-2    In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2) as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.  

This is very instructive for a wife whose husband pays no attention to the Word of God. Disrespecting him, nagging him, and disobeying him is not smart, nor is it allowed by God.

How much must a wife submit to her husband?

Ephesians 5:22-24    Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  23) For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.  24) But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.
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This is what every woman should know before they get married. It may cause them to rethink their decision and save them a lifetime of misery and pain.

There is one special area where the wife has authority over the husband, in sex. 
1 Corinthians 7:4 tells us that the wife has authority over her husband’s body and vice versa. This means that the husband is to submit to his wife’s desire to have sex and vice versa.

Our society continues to allege that men and women are the same or  interchangeable. The idea that men and women have different roles is thought of as archaic and having no place in modern society.

“Men are different from women. They are equal only in their common membership of the same species, humankind. To maintain that they are the same in aptitude, skill or behavior is to build a society based on a biological and scientific lie.

“The sexes are different because their brains are different. The brain, the chief administrative and emotional organ of life, is differently constructed in men and in women; it processes information in a different way, which results in different perceptions, priorities and behavior.

“In the past ten years there has been an explosion of scientific research into what makes the sexes different. Doctors, scientists, psychologists and sociologists, working apart, have produced a body of findings which, taken together, paints a remarkably consistent picture. And the picture is one of startling sexual asymmetry…It is time to explode the social myth that men and women are virtually interchangeable, all things being equal [without bias]. All things are not equal. 

John MacArthur, Different by Design, MacArthur Study Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 9.
“Feminism began in the Garden when Eve, who we could call the first feminist, listened to Satan’s lies, stepped out from under Adam’s authority, acted independently, and led the human race into sin.” 
Ibid p.17

“’During our nation’s 1992 Presidential election, we received a moving reminder that many sensible people resisted the family experiments being foisted on society,’ Marilyn Quayle, wife of the former Vice President, said in a featured speech.”

Ibid p. 11

“Not everyone believed that the family was so oppressive that women could only thrive apart from it …I sometimes think… liberals are… angry because they believed the grandiose promises of the liberation movements.”

“They’re disappointed because most women do not wish to be liberated from their essential natures as women. Most of us love being mothers and wives, which gives our lives a richness that few men or women get from professional accomplishment alone … Nor has it made for a better society to liberate men from their obligations as husbands and fathers.”

(Wed. 19 Aug. 1992, Republican National Convention, Houston, Texas, Transcript ID: 861194). 

“The church is in the process of soaking up some of the same ideology. More and more undiscerning believers are falling prey to the feminist agenda. I am amazed at how many evangelical churches, schools, and even seminaries are jettisoning doctrines they once defended as biblical truths. Within evangelical Christianity there is an organizational counterpart to the feminist movement called Christians for Biblical Equality that opposes any unique leadership role for men in the family and the church. John Piper and Wayne Grudem, in the introduction of Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 1991), describe the supporters of this organization:

These authors differ from secular feminists because 'they do not reject the Bible’s authority or truthfulness, but rather give new interpretations of the Bible to support their claims. 
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“We may call them “evangelical feminists” because by personal commitment to Jesus Christ and by profession of belief in the total truthfulness of Scripture they still identify themselves very clearly with evangelicalism. Their arguments have been detailed, earnest, and persuasive to many Christians.   What has been the result? Great uncertainty among evangelicals. Men and women simply are not sure what their roles should be …

“The controversy shows signs of intensifying, not subsiding. Before the struggle ends, probably no Christian family and no evangelical church will remain untouched (p. xiii).” 
Ibid p. 16-17

Colossians 3:18    Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

It is not fitting for any husband to abuse the authority that God has given him over his wife. The wife's ultimate authority is God. If a husband requests or commands his wife to do something that is contrary to God's Word, she has the biblical right to reject her husband's request and to disobey his command. God is her first priority and her final authority. Unconditional submission is due to God and to Him alone. 

A wife is never required to endure physical abuse from her husband nor to permit his abuse of their children. If that ever occurs, she has the right to separate from him, report him to the police, or even divorce him.

A wife is never required to endure verbal abuse from him either. Verbal abuse here is not referring to a husband who raises his voice during an argument. It refers to a husband who is out of control, who is shouting at his wife, cursing her or calling her names, and threatening her. The best thing for her to do is to walk away. The same is true if the wife becomes verbally abusive and out of control.
COLOSSIANS #180  (5-21-15)
PP Fair Fighting Rules

Colossians 3:19   Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.

First of all, before a man asks a woman to marry him, he should be aware of the following verses from the book of Proverbs:

Proverbs 11:22   As a ring of gold in a swine's snout So is a beautiful woman who lacks discretion [sense, reason, judgment].
Proverbs 12:4   A noble wife is the crown of her husband, but the wife who acts shamefully is like rottenness in his bones. 

Proverbs 19:13   A foolish son is destruction to his father, and the contentions [naggings] of a wife are a constant dripping.

Proverbs 21:19   It is better to live in a desert land than with a contentious [quarrelsome, scolding] and vexing [irritating] woman.

Proverbs 25:24   It is better to live in a corner of a roof than in a house shared with a contentious woman.  This verse is repeated word for word in Prov. 21:9.
Proverbs 27:15   A constant dripping on a day of steady rain and a contentious woman are alike; 16) He who would restrain her restrains the wind, and grasps oil with his right hand. 
“Like water dripping on a rainy day, she is annoying and never stops quarreling. She is as impossible to restrain as the wind. Trying to constrain her contentious spirit is as impossible as trying to pick up a handful of oil.” 
Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 964
Husbands, ANER (ἀνήρ), an adult human male, man, or husband; in contrast to boy

The Greek word ANTHROPOS is also translated as “man” but it is never translated “husband”. 
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Love. AGAPAO  ἀγαπάωv. pam; brotherly love, affection, good will, love, or benevolence.

There are three Greek words that are translated “love” in the N.T. 

· AGAPE in its noun and verbal form is used 208 times in the NASV. This type of love maintains a gracious attitude toward someone whether they deserve it or not. It is the only way to keep a Relaxed Mental Attitude and preserve relationships. AGAPE love can function with friends and family or even with people you don’t know.

· PHILEO in its used only 32 times. It is a more personal type of love that responds to the kindness, attractiveness, or good will of a friend or family member. 

· EROS is an intimate type of love that is only legitimate between a husband and a wife. This Greek word is not used in the Bible.

One might think that the Greek word, PHILEO, would be used referring to the love between a husband and a wife, but a stronger type of love is required to hold a marriage together: AGAPE love. It is stronger than PHILEO love.

PHILEO love is weak because it depends on the character, faithfulness, integrity, virtue, appeal, and rapport of another person which we have no control over. However, AGAPE love depends on those same attributes in us which we can control.

This means that with AGAPE love, we can maintain an RMA (Relaxed Mental Attitude) and not hold a grudge against someone when he or she offends us because the grace and forgiveness that is required to hold a relationship together is provided by us.

Furthermore, PHILEO love has an emotional component to it that is not relevant in agape love. This is another element that makes AGAPE love more stable because emotions are fickle, they can change at any time.

Humble + Objective + Teachable











